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►They are Medically Necessary

►When debridement of an ulcer is medically necessary and it was 
debrided

►They are used in the treatment of a ulcer caused by or treated 
by a surgical procedure

►Drainage is documented

Surgical Dressings covered by Medicare Part B if: 



►Primary Dressing
Therapeutic or protective covering applied directly to wounds or 
lesions either on the skin or caused by an opening to the skin

►Secondary Dressing
Materials that serve a therapeutic or protective function and that 
are needed to secure a primary dressing. 

Dressing Types



►Enhances wound contracture  
►Enhances cellular migration 
►Lacking in chronic wounds
►Helps recruit fibroblasts
►Attracts monocytes
►Acts as a sacrificial substrate 

to MMPs

Collagens



►Absorbent, conformable and 
non-adherent

►Document mild or moderate 
drainage

►Available in pads, particles, 
powders, paste and ribbons/strips

►Can use in different types of 
wounds

►Provide matrix for tissue and vessel 
growth

►Primary Dressing - Requires a 
Secondary Dressing

Collagens



Covered when Medically Necessary 
and have one of:

►Full thickness wounds
- OR -

►Wounds with light to moderate exudate
- OR -

►Wounds that have stalled or have not 
progressed toward a healing goal 

Collagens



Not covered for:
►Ulcers with heavy exudate
►Third degree burns
►Active vasculitis

Collagens



Collagen 
Pad Codes

►A6021
Collagen dressing <16 sq. cm., per 
pad

►A6022
Collagen dressing >16 square 
inches and less than or equal to 48 
square inches per pad dispensed

Max Allowable
30 Pads per Month per Ulcer



Collagen 
Powder Code

►A6010
Collagen powder, per gram

Max Allowable
30 Grams per Month per Ulcer



Foams

►Highly absorbent
►Must document moderate to 

heavy drainage
►Must document full thickness 

(Stage III or IV)
►Bordered and non-bordered 
►Can be a filler in dead space
►Do not combine with hydrogels
►Primary or secondary dressing



►A6212
Foam pads with adhesive borders 
16 square inches or less 

►A6213
Foam pads with adhesive borders 
>16 sq. in. but less than or equal to 
48 sq. in. 

Bordered 
Foam Pad 

Codes

Max Allowable
12 Pads per Month per Ulcer



►A6209
Foam pads without adhesive 
borders 16 square inches or less  

►A6210
Foam pads without adhesive 
borders >16 sq. in. but less than or 
equal to 48 sq. in.

Non-Bordered 
Foam Pad 

Codes

Max Allowable
12 Pads per Month per Ulcer



►Brown seaweed
►Highly absorbent
►Must document moderate to 

heavy drainage 
►Must document full thickness 

(Stage III or IV)
►Do not combine with hydrogels
►Available in different shapes / sizes
► Interacts with wound exudate to 

form a moist gel
►May use in infected wounds
►Primary dressing - Requires a 

Secondary Dressing

Calcium 
Alginates



►A6196
< 16 sq. in., each dressing

►A6197 
> 16 sq. in. and < 48 sq. in., each 
dressing

Calcium 
Alginate Codes

Max Allowable
30 Dressings per Month per Ulcer



Bordered 
Gauze

►Secondary dressing



Bordered 
Gauze Codes

►A6219
Gauze, non-impregnated, sterile, 
pad size 16 sq. in. or less, with any 
size adhesive border, each 
dressing

►A6220
Gauze, non-impregnated, sterile, 
pad size more than 16 sq. in. But 
less than or equal to 48 sq. in., with 
any size adhesive

Max Allowable
30 Dressings per Month per Ulcer



Hydrogels

►Must document zero to light 
drainage

►Must document full thickness 
(Stage III or IV)

►Available in different forms
►Helps maintain a moist healing 

environment



Hydrogel 
Codes

►A6248
Hydrogel dressing, wound filler, gel, 
per fluid ounce

Max Allowable
3 oz. per Month per Ulcer



Hydrocolloid

►Must document light to moderate 
exudate. 

►A6234 
Hydrocolloid dressing, wound 
cover, sterile, pad size 16 sq. In. Or 
less, without adhesive border, each 
dressing.

Max Allowable
12 Units per Month per Ulcer





►Different change frequencies

►Different indications

Do Not Conflict Dressing Types



►Size of dressing dispensed should be appropriate based on size 
of the ulcer being treated

Size Appropriate



►Medically necessary

►Based on size and change frequency

►Not always the max

►Need may change throughout care

Quantity





► Type of ulcer

► Presence/absence of necrotic tissue

► Ulcer location, Size, and Depth

► Amount of Drainage

► Has the ulcer been debrided

► Instrument for debridement 

► Anesthesia used. If not, why not?

► Depth of debridement

► Depth of debridement – pre and post 
debridement measurements

► Dressings applied in office

► Treatment Plan

Documentation



►Type of dressing dispensed

►Dressing size

►Number of dressings dispensed

►Number of wounds being treated

►Frequency of dressing changes

►Anticipated duration of dressing requirement

Documentation (Cont.)



Attention was directed to the ulcer on the ________________________________________. 
A sterile prep of the area (was | was not) performed.  A (scalpel | scissors | curette) was 
utilized for sharp debridement to remove the (hyperkeratotic rim) and (necrotic tissue | 
devitalized tissue | fibrotic tissue) from the wound bed.  Debridement was carried out to the 
depth of (dermis | subcutaneous tissue | muscle/fascia | bone).  A total of __________ sq cm 
of tissue was removed from the deepest depth of the wound debrided.  Hemostasis was 
obtained with (pressure | electric cautery | chemical cautery).  Upon completion, the wound 
was dressed with ___________________________________________________________.

The indication for this debridement was _________________________________________ .

Documentation for Debridement (Example)

Above template based on FCSO LCD L37166 (Wound Care) for Florida, Puerto Rico, and US Virgin Islands.  Practices outside this area 
should consult the guidelines for the DME MAC in their area. This template does not suggest that only this information should be documented. 

All pertinent patient information should be documented.  The information on this slide does not reflect or guarantee coverage or payment.





►Proof of Delivery (POD)

►Supplier Standards

►Warranty

► Instructions

►Rx in Chart** (SWO)

►Place of Service – Home (12)

Always Have…



Proof of Delivery

►Patient name
►Address where item was 

delivered (i.e., Practice Address)
►Description of the item 
►Quantity delivered
►Patient or designee signature
►Date delivered

Maintain in Dr. Records



►Proof of Delivery (POD)

►Supplier Standards

►Warranty

► Instructions

►Place of Service – Home (12)

►Rx in Chart** (SWO)

Always Have…



► Must Contain:
• Beneficiary's name or MBI
• Order Date
• Description of the item: 

o Can be general description, a 
HCPCS code, a HCPCS code 
narrative, or a brand name/model 
number

• Quantity to be dispensed
• Treating Practitioner Name or 

NPI
• Treating practitioner's signature 

Standard Written Order – Effective 1-1-20

DWO



►EFFECTIVE NOVEMBER 13, 2018
When the prescribing practitioner is also the supplier, and is 
permitted to furnish specific items of DMEPOS, a separate order 
is not required, provided the medical record contains all of the 
required order elements. 

SWO



►New Dressing is Added 

►Quantity is Increased

►Three Months

New Order Needed If:



►DMEPOS
•  YES

►Surgical Dressings:

• Medicare –NO

• Some privates – YES

KX Modifier?



HCFA 1500



► Box 24A - Date patient receives Surgical Dressing 

► Box 24B – Place of Service – Home (12)

► Box 24D - HCPCS code 

► Box 24F - $ CHARGES for supplies dispensed. 

► Box 24G – Number of units dispensed to the patient. 

HCFA 1500



Indicate # of Wounds Being Treated

► In Box 24D Modifier of the HCFA 1500 form
• If one wound being treated:  A1
• If two wounds being treated:  A2
• If three wounds being treated:  A3
• If four wounds being treated……

”A_”



Indicate # of Wounds Being Treated

►Do not use “A#” with A6531, A6532, A6545
►Use “AW” with A6531, A6532, A6545

”A_”



►Part A stay (SNF)

►Hospice 

►Home Health Care

►Applied in Office

Not Covered if…





►A6545
Gradient compression wrap, non-
elastic below knee, 30-50 mm hg, 
each

Compression





► To be covered must have:
• Open venous stasis ulcer
• Had debridement

► Do Not use A_(number)_ modifier

► Must use AW modifier - Item furnished 
in conjunction with a surgical dressing 

► Must use LT / RT modifier(s)

Compression Code
A6545



Use Laterality Modifiers for Compression Garment!

►Two of the same item on the same date of service and the items 
are being used bilaterally

Effective 3-1-19

After 3-1-19
• Each item on its own line
• RT mod and LT mod only
• Each line respective units

Before
• One line
• RTLT modifier
• Total units one line



►A6545
One per 6 months per legCompression 

Code



NON-DISPENSING PHYSICIAN

► Was Rx Filled?

► Did Patient receive the prescribed 
high-quality wound care supplies or 
generic products of unknown quality?

► Was the patient compliant?

DISPENSING PHYSICIAN

► Rx Filled the Same Day.

► Patient receives the high-quality 
wound care supplies prescribed by the 
doctor at the office.

► Studies show 60-70% increase in 
compliance rates when patients leave 
doctor’s office with products in-hand.

Why Dispense DME?
Increased Quality



Thank 
You!!
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